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HH-60L/UH-60A/L…

APU Suckin’ Sand?

Mechanics, repeated Black Hawk engine start-ups suck air into the APU.
Unfortunately desert sand gets in the mix, clogs the APU and causes the engine con-
trol valve to stick open. 

When that happens, the APU does not shut down, and the No. 1 and No. 2 engine
starter valves don’t close properly. It continues sucking air and sand. Then the
starter light comes on in the cockpit, and an engine shutdown is the usual result. 

Here’s a

simple fix to

reduce engine

start up

problems…

Open all aircraft doors, cover the center con-
sole and turn on the heater and vent blowers.
All the trapped sand will blow out all the ducts.

Keep sand
out of APU

I think we’ve

got some sand

problems!
The problem

is that some-

one forgot to

inspect the

APU for sand!

{gah} well,

shut down my

engines before I

choke to death

on sand!


