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M249 Machine Gun…

Dear Editor,
We see quite a few broken scrapers for the M249 machine gun here

at the Ft Leonard Wood Directorate of Logisitcs. We think gunners are
snapping the scraper's tip when they remove the gas regulator collar.
They pry the collar with the tip and-SNAP-there goes $17.

Removing the collar can
be a snap if you just remem-
ber a few points. Insert the
scraper tip so that its
rounded side is up. Turn the
collar counterclockwise so
that the collar pin rides up
over the scraper tip. Push
up slightly on the pin with
the tip, but don't use force.
That's what breaks the tip.
The collar should come off.

If the collar pin won't go over the scraper's tip, try putting one drop
of CLP on the collar pin. The extra lubrication may make the difference.
If it doesn't, get your armorer to help. Just don't try prying with the
scraper!

Andy Free
DOL
Ft Leonard Wood, MO

(Editor's note: Thanks.  Your tip on tips
should keep scrapers out of a scrape.)
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