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Bagful of PM Tips

•A wet bag is not only uncomfortable, it’s ineffective. It can’t
keep you warm. Always use the waterproof bivy cover with the
sleeping bags. It’s also a good idea to put the MSBS on dry ground
for sleeping. Better still, put a self-inflating mat, NSN 8465-01-393-
6515, or sleeping mat, NSN 8465-01-109-3369, underneath for pro-
tection from ground moisture and cold. Put more padding, such as
clothing, between the bag and the mat for added insulation.

•Keep the bag out of the rain.
•Do not breathe into the bag. Breathe through the face opening
to keep moisture from wetting the bag.
•Don’t wear damp clothing in the bag. Instead, wear clean, dry
winter clothing. Brush and clean clothing before crawling in for
the night.
•To avoid jamming, keep both sides of the zipper teeth close
together before pulling on the zipper.
•After using the bag, open it and let it thoroughly air dry for a 
few hours.
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Modular Sleeping Bag System…

Bedtime Story

Looking

forward

to a good

night’s

sleep? 

Here are some

ideas to help

you care for

your MSBS and

keep you cozy…

and

how!
You won’t be

disappointed as

long as you’ve

done PM on

your Modular

Sleeping Bag

System (MSBS).

Put in

a long

day? 

you

know

it.

D’oh!

Sleeping mat protects against ground moisture and cold

so

tired.

need

sleep.

howdy,

soldier.

Good PM begins

with a close

inspection of

your MSBS. 

Inspection

ahhh!
chemical
alert!

• Rips, tears, holes or burns
• Missing snap fasteners
• Loss of insulation
• Broken, damaged or

stuck zipper

Here’s

what to

look

for…

if your MSBS
has any of

these problems,

turn it over

to direct
support for

repair.

oh, hey,

bonnie.
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Cleaning

Spot cleaning: Remove dirt
and grease by spot cleaning with
a brush or damp cloth and mild
soap.

Field laundering: Field laun-
der the patrol bag, the intermedi-
ate cold weather bag and the
bivy cover using formula II in
Appendix E of FM 42-414, Tactics,
Techniques and Procedures for
Quartermaster Field Service
Company, Direct Support.

Machine laundering: Wash
the patrol bag, the intermediate
cold weather bag and the bivy
cover on the delicate/gentle cycle
using cold water (up to 85°F).
Other cycles can tear the bag.
Use a cold water liquid detergent
that doesn’t contain bleach, such
as ERA or Liquid Tide. Powder
detergent leaves a residue that’s
hard to remove. Rinse in clean,
cold water. Never starch, bleach
or dry clean the MSBS. That can
discolor it and wear down its
infrared protection.

Do not field launder or
machine launder the stuff sack.
That can break down the sack’s
water-resistant coating. Instead,
spot clean the sack with a brush
or damp cloth and mild soap.

Tumble dry on low heat (130°F
or less. Remove the MSBS from
the dryer as soon as it’s dry. Take
care not to overdry. Too much
heat will damage the insulation.
To drip dry, hang the MSBS on
rustproof hangers. Do not press.

Keep the MSBS
clean for

maximum comfort

and warmth.

Spot clean with brush
and mild soap

Drip dry MSBS on line or rustproof hangers

what

happened!?

I told

you… I’m
too hot!!


