
PS 623 OCT 04

well, it

could’ve

been

worse!

yeah,

we’re lucky

no one got

hurt.

oh, man!

wait’ll the

captain hears

about this.

you

got

that

right.

master-

sergeant

half-

mast!

what

did we

do

wrong?

that old

kerosene heater

of yours was the

culprit
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what you fellas need

is a refresher course

on space heater safety.

to begin

with,

some
heaters

are

approved
for army

use… and

some are

not!

“commercial non-standard

heaters, including unvented

kerosene or propane heaters,

are not approved.”

“The family of

space heaters

(FOSH) approved

for military use is

safe. when used

correctly, they’re

your best choice.

they burn approved

fuels and vent

exhaust gases

outside.”

space

heater

safety?

that’s

right!

“they emit carbon
monoxide gas
and could make

you sick… even

kill you.”
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For more informa-

tion about the FOSH,
go to the Defense

Supply Center

Philadelphia web

site at 

http://www.dscp.dla.mil/
gi/general/fosh.htm

Your authority

for ordering

these heaters

is CTA 50-909.

NSN 4520-01-354-1191 (Type I, Solid Fuel)
NSN 4520-01-329-3451 (Type II, Liquid Fuel)
TM 9-4520–257-12&P

The H-45 replaces the old potbelly
M-1941. Designed to heat the General
Purpose and TEMPER tents, it burns
liquid (JP-8 and diesel) and solid fuels.

NSN 4520-01-444-2375 
TM 10-4520-261-12&P

The arctic heater replaces the 
M-1950 Yukon heater. It’s a light-
weight, portable heater for 5-
man and 10-man arctic tents. It
burns liquid (JP-8 and diesel) and
solid fuels.

NSN 4520-01-478-9207 
TM 10-4520-263-12&P

This heater is ideal for use in small-
er tents like the 4-man soldier/crew
tent. It burns liquid (JP-8 and diesel)
fuel. Although it has a built-in fuel
tank, the heater can also run off of an
external fuel supply using a fuel can 
and stand.

NSN 4520-01-431-8927  
TM 10-4520-262-12&P

This heater provides forced hot
air for the modular command post
shelter. It generates its own elec-
trical power and it has built-in
diagnostics. It burns liquid fuel (JP-
8 and diesel).

NSN 4520-01-457-2790

This fan is a compact, self-powered
unit that fits on top of the H-45 and
arctic space heaters.  The fan uses some
of the heat to turn the fan blades,
which circulate heated air, improve
comfort and save fuel.

H-45 Space Heater 

Arctic space heater

Small space heater

Thermoelectric fan

Convective space heater

here’s a brief

introduction to

each member of

the ‘family’…

some models tend to

leak fuel around the

valves… and others

are prone to tip over. 

they don’t meet field

standards. they are

fire hazards.
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you must be

trained and

licensed to set

up and operate

heaters.

“it’s spelled out in chapters

6 and 7 of ar 600-55, the
army driver and operator
standardization program
(selection, training,
testing and licensing).”

“read
the tms.”

“study local

sop.”

“attend
classes.
pay attention

to tips…

…offered by

your safety

personnel.”

there are two
possible hazards

when using space

heaters…

“breathing co can cause nausea,

dizziness, headaches or fatigue.

breathing a heavy dose of co
can kill you.”

“make sure your

stack vents outside

the tent.”

“when you put together the

exhaust stack, use all the

pipes that come with the

heater. that way, the stack will

reach beyond the exhaust

opening and the tent’s peak.”

“make sure the pipes fit

snugly. inspect the stack

for cracks, bent flanges

or broken seams. they

can reduce the airflow

needed to burn the fuel.

replace damaged pipes.”

“look inside

the pipes for

clogs or

soot build-up

that might

prevent fumes

from venting.”

“clean the insides

with a rag.”

…carbon
monoxide and fire.
one can poison, the

other burns. both
can kill.

burning fuel

creates carbon

monoxide… CO. it’s

a gas you can’t see
or smell. it’s a

silent killer.

be safe. learn

all you can

about your

heater before
you fire it up.
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take pre-

cautions to

cut the risk

of fire…

“if the tent has a

fabric floor or is

pitched on snow,

put the heater in a

sandbox or on a

bed of bricks.”

“keep flammable

material at least

two feet away

from the heater.”

“if the heater’s

flame goes out,

wait until the

heater cools

before re-lighting.

hot fuel vapor

could explode.”

“use only

approved

fuels.

unapproved
fuels 

(gasoline or

jp 4) may

cause a

fire or an

explosion.”

“set up the

external fuel

supply away

from sparks.

put it on a

cleared, level

site about 7 or

8 feet away

from the tent.”

“store spare

fuel tanks out-

side of tents

and shelters.”

“damage to the

fuel flow
control

valve or the

valve bracket
can let fuel

overflow inside

the burner

shell,

resulting in

a fire or

explosion.”

“run the

fuel over-
flow hose
outside away

from the

tent slightly

downhill.

put the

end of the

hose on a

petroleum
absorbent
mat, nsn
7930-01-

363-8631.”

“first, make sure

your exhaust stack

pipes fit tight.”

“roll back and tie

down the exhaust flap

away from the stack.

also, keep camo nets

clear of the stack.”

“the stack comes with

a cap. put it on. then

tie the guy lines

from the cap to the

stakes. the lines

support the stack.

inspect the lines

for fraying.”

a loose fit can

cause a hot stack

to fall and start

a fire!

“allow proper space

between your heater

and the tent wall.

the stack should be

straight up through

the exhaust opening.

in any case, see your

heater’s tm for

guidelines.

“if you burn

wood, creosote

builds up inside

the stack.”

creosote

catches fire

easily, so

clean the

stack daily.”
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“inspect fuel hoses for cuts,

wear, punctures and leaks. look

for leaks from the fuel can, the

gravity feed adapter and the

quick disconnect fittings. keep

the quick disconnects clean.”

“heaters must always be

attended. keep a fireguard

on duty in shifts. the guard

should be trained in alarm

procedures, the use of fire

extinguishers and recognizing

signs of co poisoning.”

for your own health, always

do the by-the-book pmcs

before using your heater.

follow the safety rules.

they’re your best defense

against fire and carbon
monoxide poisoning.

stay warm,

fellas.


