
A few mechanics are too clever by half.
They think the breather valve on the winch’s
gearbox is a grease fitting. When they pump
grease into the valve, guess what happens…
NOTHING!

But here’s the problem. A well-meaning
mechanic replaces the valve with a new
grease fitting. The end result is that grease
gets pumped in the gearbox where it doesn’t
belong.

And there’s
another problem
here—not using
the LO! The
breather valve is
not called out as
a lube point, so
a mechanic
shouldn’t be
looking for a
grease fitting
there anyway!
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• If there’s a grease fitting where it
doesn’t belong, remove it and replace
it with the breather valve, NSN 3040-
01-476-5018.
• You need to change the oil (if it’s
contaminated with grease) in the gear-
box. So move the winch clutch lever (2)
to DISCONNECT, and rotate the winch
spool until the check/fill plug (1) is hor-
izontal, at the 3 o’clock position. 
• Remove the check/fill plug.

• Rotate the spool until the check/fill plug is
facing down. Drain the oil into an approved
hazardous waste container. Never dump it
down a drain or on the ground.
• Rotate the spool so the check/fill plug is
horizontal. Add oil until the level reaches the
bottom of the check/fill hole. Use the correct
oil shown on Page 103 of TM 5-2430-200-10,
depending on the temperature.
• Reinstall the check/fill plug.


