
Both the M4 and M5
ARS use a rear clamp
with a screw and a for-
ward leaf spring to secure
the upper rail to the
M4/M4A1 or M16A4.
The clamp must straddle
the gas tube just forward
of either weapon's receiv-
er. The clamp should be
secured within the barrel
nut with the screw. The
forward leaf spring must
be inserted within the
hand guard cap. 

The M5 ARS also has a
barrel stop assembly that
mounts within the hand
guard cap of the M16A4.
Without the assembly,
you can't mount the
M203A2 on the M16A4.
The M4 ARS doesn't need
the barrel stop assembly.

If the M4 or M5 is
mounted correctly, the
forward leaf spring is not
visible outside the hand-
guard cap and the rear
clamp is secured within
the barrel nut with the
socket head cap screw. If
the socket head cap self-
locking screw is removed
for any reason, it must be
replaced with a new one.

On the M5, also make sure the barrel stop assembly is mounted within the hand-
guard cap. The barrel stop must be installed in case the M203A2 must be transferred
between M16A4s. Replacing a barrel stop also requires replacing the socket head
cap screw. 
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That's a

critical

question. 

if the M4 adapter rail

system (ARS) is not

installed correctly on

the M4 carbine or the M5
ARS is not installed right

on the M16A4 rifle, the

ARS won't be secure.

That means any sight or

aiming device won't be

able to hold zero. And

you won't be able to

securely install the

M203A2 grenade launcher

on either weapon.

inspect your

M4/M4A1s,

M16A4s, and

M203A2s for

the following

ARS points…

Clamp
straddles
gas tube

M5 barrel stop
mounts within
handguard cap

Socket head screw must be replaced if it’s removed

Forward leaf spring
is inserted within
hand guard cap

Are

ARSs

Mounted

Right?

M16-Series Rifle, M4/M4A1 Carbine,
M203A2 Grenade Launcher…

Cap

Clamp

Cap

Stop
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• quick release bracket, NSN 1005-01-452-3528,
which includes the following:

* socket head cap screw (2),
NSN 5305-01-452-9639

* spring washer (2), NSN 5310-01-452-9635

* shim plate, NSN 5365-01-453-9287
See Fig C-2A in TM 9-1010-221-23&P. 

if that's not

possible, contact

TACOM's Kevin Moore

at DSN 793-2359/(309)

782-2359 or email

moorek@ria.army.mil

NSNs

M203A2 Grenade Launcher
To mount the M203 or

M203A1 with either the M4
or M5 ARS, the launcher
must first be modified like it
says in MWO 9-1010-221-
30-4. The launcher is then
mounted to the ARS with a
quick release bracket. The
bracket has an internal shim
plate that matches up with
either the cutout on the M4
carbine barrel or the barrel
stop for the M5 ARS on the
M16A4. If the shim plate is
missing or the quick release
bracket is not mounted cor-
rectly, the M203A2 is NMC.

M203A2 is
mounted to
M16A4 or
M4/M4A1
with quick
release
bracket

Is shim
plate in
place?

• rear clamp, NSN 1005-01-453-4226
• socket head cap screw, NSN 5305-01-453-2725
• spring pin, NSN 5315-00-826-3251
• barrel stop assembly, NSN 1005-01-453-4224

These NSNs are found in Figs C-18, C-22 and
C-17 in TM 9-1005-319-23&P.

Here are

some of the

repair part

NSNs for

the M4 or

M5 ARS…

To mount the

M203A2, you'll

need…

Questions? Contact

your local TACOM-

Rock island logistics

assistance

representative. 

Shim
plate


