
Dear MSG Half-Mast,
We used to leave all refueling vehicles and fuel tankers steering wheels

unsecured for safety. In case of fire, we could quickly move the vehicles out  
of danger without the delay of getting a key. Recently we were told to 
secure all fuel tankers in the motor pool because there wasn’t a regulation

or policy that exempted them from security requirements. I need to know if
there is a regulation or policy that can provide the proper guidance.

SSG A.W.

Dear Sergeant A.W.:
The answer isn’t easy to find. It’s not in safety, securi-

ty, maintenance, or hazardous waste/environmental publi-
cations. It turns out to be a military police regulation. AR
190-51, Military Police, Security of Unclassified Army
Property (Sensitive and Nonsensitive), requires vehicles
to be secured with a locking mechanism. However, Para
3-5e. (2)(g) also provides an exception for fuel tanker
vehicles at the discretion of the installation commander. 

The regulation is available online at the Army
Publishing Directorate’s website:

http://www.army.mil/usapa/epubs/
190_Series_Collection_1.html

…but I have this

letter that says the

fuel trucks have to

be secured.

that
is the

question!

the key to the

competing safety

and security

concerns is a risk
assessment.

To Secure or Not?
sir, locking

these rigs up

sure creates

a huge safety

risk!

the installation

commander must

weigh the risks

and decide in

favor of what

seems to be the

most likely risk.

I know,

motor

sergeant.

it makes no

sense,… 

for many years fuel

trucks have been left

unlocked so they could

be moved quickly in

case of fire.

the increase in physical security

concerns since 9/11 has some

people trying to find a regulation

that supports leaving fuel tankers

unlocked. here’s the answer…
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