
the year is 2104 at the

fort banneker army base,

where soldiers are being

trained at the advanced

technology facility.

here they learn to

operate state of the art

weapons that function

on voice commands and

retina scans.

I’m at the new

supermax
weapons training
facility here at

fort banneker.

I’m frank tate

reporting for

galaxy news.
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this place is

a marvel of

engineering,

folks.

here inside, soldiers

have been preparing

their new weapons

systems for months.

sergeant

chung, what new

equipment are

you going to

be trained on?

my unit’s been

waitin’ to get

our hands on

those photon
cannons and

sonic rifles
we’ve heard

about.

sergeant jones,

the equipment

engineers say that

the new weapons

are virtually

maintenance
free.

yes,

sir!

and no more hard

work! nice, huh?

back

to you,

jill.

now that that

reporter has

left, I think

I’ll check the

firing range.

computer… 

initiate primary

and secondary

doors.

see you later,

sergeant chung.

this photon cannon is a

powerhouse. I’ll just voice

activate the screen target.

power up!
focus and

initiate range

program

delta.

uh-oh… looks

like it’s over-
heated. the

cannon barrel’s

warped.

what the heck

happened to my

photon cannon!?

system shutdown

gamma alpha!

that’s why they

say no more

pmcs, no more

oil changes, no

more inspections.

that’s it for this

segment. we’ll update

you on a later

broadcast when

training is over.
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meanwhile,

at the aviation

sector…
attention, eagle

hawk, this is 

sergeant jones.

eagle hawk…

initiate turbonic

engine start up!

I can hear the

engine revving up,

but the rotor
blades aren’t

turning!

emergency
engine shutdown

gamma 3-2-1!

that

did it…

the

fire’s

out!

fire alert!
fire alert!!

automatic halon
extinguishing
protection
deployed!

meanwhile,

at the rifle

range,

pfc meyers

takes aim… this sonic

rifle is a

great
weapon.

this weapon

is really
automatic…

it even

cleans
itself.

wha-a-a!?

oh, no!
what’s

going

on!?

what th-? this

never happened

before.

I fired

it at last

cycle and

it worked

fine!

622.30-31(C)  7/28/04  2:17 PM  Page 1



PS 622 SEP 0433PS 622 SEP 0432

and at the power

blaster range…

this super

tank’s a real

fighting

machine!

yeah…

it’ll plow

through any
obstacle.

give’ er

the gun

and

let’s get

movin!

what’s

happened?

it’s

stopped

dead
in it’s

tracks!

later, in the

break room…

quincy, have

you heard

about all

the equipment

failures?

this equipment

is supposed to

be maintenance
free, isn’t it?

yeah.

hey, y’know, I

recall something

about a highly

successful

preventive

maintenance

program data

base from

years ago.

preventive
maintenance?

huh. that’s a

good idea.

let’s see if we

can access the

holographic

programs.

maybe it can

help us now.

in the data base storage center, after

the old program has been fed new data…

look… those are

the people who were

responsible for main-

tenance information

years ago.

maybe

they
can help

us now.

that photon
cannon barrel

had to be

changed every

3,000 rounds…

and it wasn’t.

the bird’s

secondary

systems to

check the

oil sight

gauge

should’ve

been

initiated.

the sonic

rifle blew up

because of a

plugged sonic

port that

should’ve
been cleaned.

…and the power

blaster tank

can’t function

with dirty air

induction system

filters. you have
to change them!

sergeant

chung, you

took virtually

maintenance free

technology…

and junked it.

sergeant jones, the

engine fire started in

the eagle hawk because

too many engine oil gel

packs were used.

what

do we

do

now?

622.32-33(C)  7/28/04  5:48 PM  Page 1



PS 622 SEP 0434

sergeant

chung, your

unit’s been

training for

about a

week. TELL

the AUDience

how it went.

we can never eliminate

preventive maintenance.

even advanced
technology and 

equipment need pm… or

they won’t work!

this is frank

tate of galaxy

news signing

off… until

next time!

“I suspect the

engineer-inventor

after whom this

base was named

would agree.”

“pm will never
be automatic. we’ve

got to get in
there and do it.”

this is frank tate

for galaxy news,
back to check

progress at the

advanced technology

facility at

fort banneker.

the old saying that

those who don’t learn
from history are doomed

to repeat it is true.

there you have

it… preventive

maintenance is

back on line. with

sergeant half-
mast, sergeant
blade, bonnie,

and connie giving

advice, pm’s

future looks

bright.


