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you know it…

and, these days,

I sure know it.

we were made

for clean,

stateside office

use, right?

…and I’ve got a

good answer:
preventive

maintenance

good

question…

LET’S Be HONEST,
PEOPLE. OFF-The-SHELF

COMPUTERS AREN’T

TOUGH ENOUGH TO STAND

UP AGaiNST THE HeAT

AND SAND OF A DEserT

ENVironment.

so… how to

keep us working

in less than

ideal conditions?
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Item

General computer tool kit      
Vacuum cleaner/blower          
Replacement bags for vacuum    
Anti-static cleaner            
Anti-static towels             
Canned air duster (8oz)        
Canned air duster (10oz)       
Canned air duster (12oz)       
CD-ROM lens cleaner            
Cleaning paper/laser printer   
Cleaning wipes for monitor     
Head cleaning kit/floppy drive 
Keyboard/mouse cleaning kit    
PDA screen covers (Palm V,m500) 
PDA screen covers (Palm VII,IBM)
PDA screen cleaners            

NSN

5180-01-378-4517
7910-01-423-9525
7045-01-417-3206
6850-01-463-5809
7920-01-295-8918
7930-01-411-9794
7930-01-398-2473
7930-01-406-4055
7045-01-450-4369
7045-01-412-1482
7045-01-455-4031
7045-01-316-7523
7930-01-406-2203
7045-01-490-6703
7045-01-490-6702
7045-01-490-6700

let’s

start with

the cpu
case.

“ don’t spray the cleaner

directly on the case… it

might drip into the cpu. ”

use the spray sparingly…

you don’t need a lot to

do the job. 

if you can order

the anti-static

towels that are

pre-moistened,

use ‘em.

they’re

perfect!
“ squeeze your cloth before

you apply it. if moisture drips,

you’ve used too much. ”

wipe down the outside
with a lint-free cloth

moistened with anti-
static cleaner.

okay… now

that you’ve got

the cleaning

materials,

let’s get

started!

first… turn off
and unplug your

computer. why do

that, you ask?

“ ‘cause if you

don’t, a short can

blow you both

out of the picture.

that’s why. ”

The CPU Case

here are some

items that can

help you do

just that!

ptoo!

preventive

maintenance is the

only way. that

means keeping

us clean.
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clean the cpu fan

with compressed
air.

those in the know say short

bursts work best. long ones can

cause condensation in the cPU.

clean the

monitor with

a soft
brush…

make sure

cooling vents
are vacuumed

…and don’t
blow dust into

the vents.

use only anti-

static wipes on the

case. Never spray

chemicals directly

onto the case.

don’t use

chemicals to

clean your

screen. most are

harmful. use a

little water and a

lint-free cloth…

but don’t
overdo it.

…and a

vacuum.

“ to clean under the keys,

turn the keyboard to angle

the compressed air at the

sides of the keys. ”

“ if keys are stuck,

pry ‘em up gently

by using thin (popsi-

cle) stick objects. ”

“ use two,
for both
sides of

the stuck

key. ”

“ once

unstuck,

clean the

area with

anti-static

towels or

swabs. ”

“ be careful

not to get

any cleaning

solution on

the contacts

under the

keys. ”

then use

the vacuum
to get dirt

that wasn’t

blown out.

a dirty mouse will not

behave well. in the desert,

sand and dust can stop a

mouse dead in its tracks.

so clean

your mouse

often.

use pre-

moistened

anti-static

towels to

clean the

tops and

sides.

The Monitor

The Keyboard

The Mouse
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“ blow out dust

and excess toner

with compressed
air and use your

vacuum to suck up

what’s left. ”

“ first, unplug
your mouse from

the computer. then,

turn it on its back

to remove the

housing around

the mouse ball. ”

“ remove the ball

and clean it with

a soft tissue and

window cleaner

fluid. ”

“ use a dry cotton

swab to clean the

inside of the casing. ”

“ get a drive cleaning
kit to clean your

floppy and

cd-rom drives. ”

follow the

instructions that

come with the kits.

and remember…

…don’t use
compressed air.
that will only blow

dust and dirt deeper
into your computer.

take out all the

paper. get your

vacuum, lint-free

cloth and your

compressed air.

“ personal data

assistants are

popping up all

over the place.

keep protective

covers on them

to save the screen

from dust and 

sand scratches. ”

“ covers should

be replaced

every month…

or sooner! ”

“ pda cleaner can

be used for out-
side surfaces

and the screen. ”

“ but remember to

clean off abrasive

materials first! ”

“ your laser
printer probably

has a cleaner
paper to clean

the print rollers. ”

check the

instructions that

came with the

printer for the

type of cleaning

paper you need.

The PDA

The Drives

The Printer before cleaning

your printer,

turn it off and

unplug it from

your computer.
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sand is your

computer’s worst
enemy. yeah, heat

is bad, but…

…heat that affects your

computer is usually generated

by dirt and sand buildup.

it prevents

your computer

from cooling

properly.

in desert or any other

harsh environment, you must
clean your computer system

at least once a week.

in spite of

faithful pm,

you’ll find

that deep
cleaning will

be needed.

we’re living in the

computer age…
so… it’s time to we

boot up to the age

of computer pm!

be alert to

your computer’s

behavior… and

send it to

direct support
maintenance
when needed.


