
Dear Editor,
Riflemen and armorers are supposed to

check that their M16s and M4/M4A1s
don't have any play in the barrel. If the
barrel is loose at all, the weapon shouldn't
be fired. 

The problem is that soldiers often hold
the buttstock with one hand while twisting
the barrel with the other. The buttstock
may have some slight side-to-side move-
ment, which is OK. But sometimes they
mistakenly think it's the barrel, not the
buttstock, that's loose, and they think
they have a problem. 

Avoid that mistake by holding the carry-
ing handle with one hand and gripping the
barrel around the front sight with the
other. First make sure the carrying handle
is tight if you have an M16A4 or
M4/M4A1. Gently twist the barrel in both
directions. If you feel any movement, send
the gun to direct support.
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M16-Series Rifle, M4/M4A1 Carbine…

Tighten Up
L o o s e
Barrel
Check

(Editor’s note: I
think you've got a
good grip on that
problem. Thanks.)

Hold by
carrying
handle
and grip
barrel
by front
sight

that means a

long trip to

direct support

for you guys.

it’s our butt-
stocks that are a

little bit loose,

not our barrels.

some guys don’t

know a loose butt-

stock from a hole

in the ground.

they tell

me you All
have loose

barrels.

just

hold on

there,

whizzo!


