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M2 Machine Gun…

Dear Half-Mast, 
We have run into prob-

lems on our M2 machine
guns with the notched stud
on the side plate that acts
as a bolt stop on some
M2s. Sometimes gouges
develop on the stud and
then the extractor arm
catches on the gouge. The
M2 fires once and stops.
Do you know what could be
causing this gouging? 

SPC J.D.

Dear Specialist J.D.,
First of all, only some M2s use the notched stud as

a bolt stop. If your M2 is one of these, the extractor
arm and stud should not come into contact as long as
the cover is closed during firing. If the stud is being
gouged by the extractor arm, it could be caused by:

Tell your armorer if you notice
gouging on the stud. He and direct
support need to find the problem.

• a cover extractor cam that is worn, broken or missing 
• a cover that is not latched or becomes unlatched

during firing 
• a cover that is out of tolerance with the cover latch

Gouging in bolt stop? Tell your armorer


