
Make sure the soldier doesn't eat, drink, use mouthwash or smoke at least 30 min-
utes before testing. He or she should also wash off all colognes and lotions. There
should be no gum chewing or talking during testing. All of these ruin the tests.

When you're through testing, remove the alcohol
cartridge. Otherwise, alcohol saturates the counting
mechanism. Put the storage cap back on to seal out
dirt and moisture while the PATS sits. 
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M41 Protection Assessment Test System…

For Thine Own 
Sake, Be Pure

Take off the storage cap
only to install the alcohol
cartridge. That keeps dirt
out of the PATS that can
cause contamination and
bad readings. Don't let the
cartridge touch anything
before you screw it into
PATS. If you must set the
cartridge down, set it
upright on its end so it
won't get dirty. While the
cartridge is in the PATS,
put the storage cap on the
alcohol fill capsule to keep
dirt out of the capsule.

Set cartridge
down on
its end

Don’t let it
touch anything

Remove storage cap only
to install alcohol cartridge

Pull out 
cartridge for
shutdown

For the chance to win

one hundred thou-
sand dollars, Just

try this new chocolate

chip cookie and tell us

what you think!

no thanks,

I’m waiting

to take a

PATS test

The M41 protection assessment test system (PATS) won't give you NBC NCOs pure
results when you test masks if you don't stress purity (and cleanliness). 

if you 

remember

nothing else,

remember

this…

The only alcohol used in PATS is pure reagent
grade isopropyl alcohol, NSN 6810-01-382-2904. 

That's the purest alcohol available. If you
use the kind you get for $1 for a bottle, the
PATS optical system will clog. That means a
trip to Alabama to repair it.

I can’t

operate

on cheap

alcohol!

Can I

get you

any-

thing?

I’d like a

glass of

alcohol...

make it a

double!

Here

you go,

shug.

my tubes
need care,

too!
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Don't let moisture that's built up in
the tube assembly during testing get in
the PATS. When you take off the
tubes, pull the tubes off without lifting
them. Otherwise, moisture drains
down the tubes. To dry the tubes, hang
them up in the middle so both ends
point down until the assembly is com-
pletely dry. Never use a tube assembly
that's damp. 

Questions? Call the PATS helpline
at (800) 926-8378. Outside of
CONUS, call (651) 490-3849 or email

nbc@tsi.com 
or go to http://nbc.tsi.com/.

If your PATS isn't working, send 
it to:

CDR
US Army TMDE Activity
AMSAM-TMD-SS
Bldg 5435
Redstone Arsenal, AL 35898

For more info, contact Greg Boggs
at DSN 645-8138/(256) 955-8138.

All masks…

Unsure if the canisters or filter elements for your chemical protective masks are still
good? Then you need to check out Supply Bulletin 3-30-2, Chemical-Biological
Canisters and Filter Elements: Serviceability Lists. The SB, which is updated quar-
terly, will tell you which canisters and filter elements are no longer usable. 

You can find the SB at the Army Electronic Product Support (AEPS) webpage at
http://aeps.ria.army.mil. You will need a password to use AEPS. Go to the TACOM-
SBC homepage, then to Product Information, then to CDE Shelf Life Information
System. You can search there by NSN, lot number, contract number, and condition
code. Definitions of the condition codes can be found in the Quick Links under
Condition Code Report. Related Links takes you to the current SB 3-30-2 world-
wide messa
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I wonder if

your canister

is still

good… or do

I need to

replace it?

look at

sb 3-30-2
on the

internet

and see.

yes. do I

have the

pats
helpline?

Hang tubes
up to dry

M58 Smoke Generator…

Dear Editor,
We found at NTC that when the M58 smoke generator's fuel purge

valve plugged up the OVER/UNDER SPEED light would kick on and the
turbine would shut down.

We used a wire to
clear the purge valve and
then drain the excess
fuel. That put us back in
smoking business.

To prevent that prob-
lem, drain the turbine
after operations. If noth-
ing comes out, clear the
purge valve with a wire.

SGT Steven Stein
181st Chemical Bn
Ft Hood, TX

I think my

fuel purge

valve is

plugged.

Clean fuel purge
valve with wire

PURGE VALVE
uh-
oh.

UNPLUG FUEL
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