
“So it is on the battlefield. A

failure to communicate means

loss of equipment and life.”

hello?

Hello?
{sigh}
it’s no

use!

it was obvious

from the tone

of the captain

and the look

on his face that

this “failure to
communicate”
was going to

lead to dire

consequences.

in the movie,

the line “What
we’ve got here
is failure to
communicate”

is just an

example of

good writing

and good

acting. it has

no real life

consequences.

pm on

communications

equipment leads

directly to the

survival of

soldiers on the

battlefield. Am

I making myself

clear?

A speck of dirt

can deafen
equipment capable

of communicating

with satellites

orbiting the

earth.

A seep of

moisture

through a worn

gasket can make

a friend sound

like a foe and a

foe like a friend.

Could it be

equipment

failure due

to lack of

preventive

maintenance?

is it lack

of training?

is it poor

equipment?

yes.

What could be

the number one
cause for poor

communication on

the battlefield?

no. Soldiers who operate communications equipment

know their equipment and how to make it work.

heck no. The United States Army has the world’s best,
most state-of-the-art communications equipment.

Hmmm…

in the movie, 

Cool Hand Luke,
the captain of Road

Prison 36 said

to the gathered

prisoners, “What
we’ve got here
is failure to
communicate.”

A spot of

corrosion

less than

the size of

a dime can

silence a

radio.

if that line is said on the battle-

field, there is not one thing good

about it and no one is acting.


