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The year is 1879… the

place, a street in New

York City as a newsboy

shouts the headlines…

T

extra!
extra!

read
all

about
it!

…thomas
edison
invents

the light
bulb!

here,

boy… let

me have

a paper.

so… once

again my

brother is

celebrated

for one of

his bright

ideas…

…and my
genius is

left in

the dark!
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eureka!
I’ve got it!!

The next

day…

…and ladies

and gentlemen,

the only thing my

better mouse-

trap won’t catch

is a cold!

it’s time the

world learned

who the real
inventor in the

edison family

is… me…
maurice
edison!

I need

an idea for 

a truly
revolutionary

invention.

something that’s

never been done

before… some-

thing everyone
can use… 

hmm…

maybe?
no…

perhaps—

could

be…

 aha!
 I know

just what

to build!

I know
thomas will be 

here. I can’t

wait for him to

see my newest

invention.

mine will

make his

electric

light look

like a cheap
parlor
trick!
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what have

you come

up with

this time?

you’ll find

out soon

enough,

thomas

let’s just say

that with my

newest invention,

everyone will

forget all about

your silly elec-

tric light bulb.

and now, ladies

and gentlemen…

maurice edison

will explain his

invention…the

computer!

ahem…

my invention

is breath-
taking in its

complexity

and genius.

complicated

mathematical

problems are fed

into it through this

keyboard device.

then, when I turn

the handcrank…

…my invention

processes the

information and

immediately solves

the problem via a

paper readout.

I’m inputting
the problem… …I turn

the crank

and—

oh,

no!!
{sigh}

there you are,

maurice. I’ve

been looking
for you.

good

after-

noon,

ladies

and

gentle-

men.

ah, here’s

the program.

I wonder who

goes first…

thomas or

myself?

thomas

follows

me!
good!

once he sees my
invention, he'll be

too embarr-
assed to—
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help!
h—

it’s a

farce!
he’s a

fool!
is this

a joke,
maurice?

look at this

cooling fan,
maurice. you

forgot to lube

it with a little

oil to protect

the bearings.

and this air filter
is clogged with

dirt. not enough

circulating air

caused the over-

heating.

thank you, 

thomas. learning

about pm has

really helped

me see the
light!

sometimes a bad thing

can turn out to be a

good thing… for both

of us, my brother.

Bravo! I can hardly

wait to get

back to my

laboratory…

…and apply

pm to all my
inventions.

a lesson

for all
of us!

…I don’t

understand,

thomas. what

happened?

let’s

check

it out,

maurice.

ahh… it looks like

your invention died

from lack of pm.

pm?
what’s

that,
thomas?

every mechanical

device, no matter

how simple or

complex, needs

pm to keep func-

tioning properly.

my

invention…

it’s on
fire!

preventive
maintenance,

my dear brother…

invented by an old

army buddy of mine.

my mouse-

trap will win

for sure!

gulp!
back to the

old drawing

board!
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I am indeed

grateful to you,

thomas. pm will

be a benefit to

me and to all
inventors.

in fact, I think we

should form a

partnership. with

my ideas and your
knowledge of pm,

thomas, we could do

wonderful things.

at night,

when the lid

is raised,

the bulb

lights up

and…

as a matter

of fact, I’ve

been thinking

about how your

light bulb

could be used.

imagine if

it were

installed in

a toilet!


