
PS 615 FEB 0414

M16-Series Rifle, M4/M4A1 Carbine,
M203-Series Grenade Launcher… …and sometimes

it’s hard to tell

what’s what.

Well, here’s how

to tell…

M16 Rifle M4 Carbine
M16A1 Mode of fire: semi/auto

Upper receiver: built-in (integral) carrying handle without elevation adjustment
Barrel: 1/12 twist, 20 inches long

M4 Mode of fire: semi/burst
Upper receiver: flat-top with elevation adjustment and removable carrying handle
Barrel: 1/7 twist, 14.5 inches long

M16A2 Mode of fire: semi/burst
Upper receiver: built-in (integral) carrying handle with elevation adjustment
Barrel: 1/7 twist, 20 inches long

M4A1 Mode of fire: semi/auto
Upper receiver: flat-top with elevation adjustment and removable carrying handle
Barrel: 1/7 twist, 14.5 inches long

M16A4 Mode of fire: semi/burst
Upper receiver: flat-top with removable carrying handle and elevation adjustment
Barrel: 1/7 twist, 20 inches long

turn the

page for

info on the

m203!

Many armorers

may have several

versions of the

M16 rifle, the M4
carbine, and the

M203 grenade

launcher in their

arms room…
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M203 Grenade Launcher
M203 Host weapon: M16-series rifle

Long handguard with leaf sight, carrying handle mounted quadrant sight,
and mounting hardware (bracket, screws, bushings, and lacing wire)

M203A1 (result of MWO 9-1010-221-30-3 applied to an M203)
Host weapon: M4/M4A1 carbine
Short handguard with leaf sight, carrying handle mounted quadrant sight,
and mounting hardware (bracket assembly, screws, bushings, and lacing wire)

M203A2 (result of MWO 9-1010-221-30-4 applied to an M203 or M203A1)
Host weapon: M4/M4A1 carbine with M4 adapter rail system installed

M16A4 rifle with M5 adapter rail system installed
No handguard, leaf sight/rail grabber assembly that mounts on the M4 or 
M5 adapter rail system, carrying handle mounted quadrant sight,
and mounting hardware (quick-release bracket)

Modular weapon system: The primary components of the modular weapon system are the M4
and M5 adapter rail systems, the leaf sight/rail grabber assembly, and the quick-release bracket.

The components are
only to be used with
the M16A4 rifle or
M4/M4A1 carbine.


