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HAZMAT…

Lighten Up on Light Disposal

So how do you

tell what kind

of fluorescent

light you have?

“Low-mercury lights

have green tips or

green lettering.”

hey! you can’t

toss us out

with common

trash!

yeah! doncha

know? we’re

hazardous!!

Tossed a burned-out fluorescent light into the trash lately? You could be guilty of
illegal disposal of hazardous waste!

Fluorescent lights are designated a hazardous waste because they contain high
levels of mercury. When dumped into a regular landfill, the mercury leaches into the
groundwater and causes all kinds of problems.

There is an alternative. Some fluorescent lights are designed with low mercury
levels that are guaranteed by the manufacturer as non-hazardous waste. These lights
should be recycled, but can be tossed out if permitted by your installation environ-
mental office.

All others should be

turned in as hazardous

waste, not thrown in

the trash bin.


