
Remember, an
unbalanced tail
rotor can cause
metal fatigue and
can crack the tail
rotor gear box
mounts. And then
BAM, your bird
could spin out of
control.

Tail Rotor Hardware Mix Up

As you remove each piece of hardware from the retention plate, put it in the
appropriate hole on your display board. When you reinstall the tail rotor, there’s no
guesswork about where the hardware goes. 

But keep this in mind: Make sure you put the steel washers—not the aluminum
washers—on the bolts against both sides of the retention plate. Aluminum washers
cause corrosion and rust when placed against the metal retention plate. 

When reinstalling

the Black Hawk’s

tail rotor after

maintenance, don’t

get a case of

amnesia about

where the retention

plate hardware

goes. 

it’s easy
to get the

hardware

mixed up.

“So make your-

self a bolt

display board

to figure out

what hardware

goes where.

here’s how…”

• Make the board from a thin piece of styrofoam or plywood.
• Cut out a 2-ft square piece and draw in the shape of a tail
rotor retention plate.
• Drill 1/2-in holes for each bolt and mark the board FWD, AFT,
TOP and BOTTOM.

When installing hardware, put steel washers against rentention plate

UH-60A/L…


