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When it comes to driving tent pins, it
pays to know all the angles.

Once a canvas tent gets wet, it shrinks.
And when it shrinks, guy
lines tug hard on the pins. A
pin with its head angled away
from the tent acts like a lever
under the tug of the tight line.
The pin enlarges its hole in
the ground and works loose
until it pulls clear out. 

Or something worse hap-
pens. The pin doesn’t pull
free but continues to strain
the tent until the canvas tears.

• Drive short pins straight up and down. By short, we mean the 12-in steel pin,
NSN 8340-00-823-7451, or the 16-in wood pin, NSN 8340-00-261-9750.
• Drive longer pins with the head
slightly angled toward the tent-
–about 15° from vertical. Longer
pins are those like the 24-in wood
pin, NSN 8340-00-261-9751, or
the 36-in wood pin, NSN 8340-
00-261-9752.

One other pointer about pitch-
ing a tent: Keep an eye on the guy
lines. Lines need to be taut
enough to hold up the tent, but
slack enough to deal with shrink-
age when rain and snow fall.

Drive longer
pins with top
toward tent

TENT PINS:
A Driving Lesson

The solution lies in

two simple rules
for pounding pins

into the ground…

I’m not

angled

correctly!

Canvas Tents…

don’t

blame me
for that

tear!


