
the story you’re about to

read is true! only the

names have been changed…

to protect the innocent.

“We were working the night

watch in the logistics
assistance office.”

“it’d been one of those hot,

humid days when a tree hopes

a dog will pay a visit. and

your shirt sticks to your skin

like a… second skin.”

“then the phone rang…”

“my partner’s name is

bill gannon. my name’s

friday. joe friday.”

gannon,

lar.

uh,

huh…

yeah…

that’s

bad!

ok,

calm

down.

we’ll

be

right

over!
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we’ve got

a 10-17 over

in company
c, joe.

armorer

in over his

head, huh,

bill?
yeah…

and he’s

pretty

upset!

aren’t they

always? (sigh)

well, let’s

get over

there, bill.

this is it, joe…

company c.

he must be in

real trouble,
workin’ so late

at night.

ok… let’s find 

the armorer before

there’s nothin’ left

to pick up but

little pieces.

his name is

delbert…

specialist

delbert.

if my arms room

flunks inspection, I’m

going to spend the

rest of my army career

policing the post
while wearing a

full pack!

I don’t

know a

thing about

running an

arms
room.

I-I’m in real

trouble!

first, delbert…

have you checked

out what small
arms training
is available here

on post?

most posts have

short courses

for armorers.

lars and maits

will help with

training, too.

if that’s a

no-go for you,

your audio

visual people

can get you

army tapes on

taking care of

weapons like

the m16 rifle

and machine

guns.

and there’s

always the

92Y course

at ft. lee.

just the
facts,
delbert.

just the

facts.

I’m a supply
clerk. not an

armorer!
what

am I

gonna

do?

I don’t

know

what to

do, guys.
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you say there

are people on

post who can show

me what to do?

affirmative,
specialist. all

you’ve got to

do is ask!

maybe I can make

it through this

after all. but…

where do I go for

info on parts and

repairs?

10-4, specialist.

that’s where

direct support
comes in.

“get to know them.

they’ll do complex

repairs, plus you need

them to headspace
your weapons and do

the annual gauging.”

“make sure you have

the right cleaning
material, like clp
and other lubes…

brushes… swabs… 

and pipe cleaners.”

and make sure

you have enough
cleaners to do

the job.

“a dirty barrel is

something an inspector

will pounce on. you

will not pass any

inspection if your

weapons aren’t clean.”

“inspectors will

check the gauging.

they’ll flunk you if

you haven’t kept your

weapons gauged.”

two words,

specialist.

technical
manual.

“for every

weapon in this

arms room,

you need the

-23&P TM.”

“TMs tell you how

to repair weapons

and give the stock

numbers for the

parts you need.”

“in order to ace the

inspection, you also

need an operator’s
manual for every

weapon.”

just

make a

list and

give it to

your pubs

clerk.

he’ll do

the rest.

this is looking

better and better.

but what about

stuff I can’t
fix? where do I

go for help?

…and

TMs are

free.

every armorer

can get all the

TMs he or she

needs…
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hey, guys… I think

I can do this! is

there anyplace

else I can go for

tips on better ways

to take care of

weapons?

son…

you’ve never

heard of ps
magazine?

“it’s always got lots
of small arms info on

easier ways to take

care of weapons and

equipment. every
armorer should read

it every month.”

“and if you

need back

issues, you

can find ‘em

on the

internet.”

gee… thanks,
guys. you saved my

butt. I won’t have

to spend the rest

of my tour picking

up trash.

that’s

what

we do.

d’you think cos will

ever realize that the

armorer has an

important job and

they shouldn’t put

just anybody in the

arms room, joe?

you feel

like a cup

of joe

before we

call it a

night, bill?

a cup

of joe,

joe? 

yep. I’ll

get the

bill, bill.

“in a moment, the

results of this case.

but first… a word

from our sponsor.”

no need to thank

us, soldier.

that’s our job.
we’re lars.

I don’t

know,

bill… but,

that’s what

keeps us
busy.

609. 32-33 (C)  6/30/03  5:49 PM  Page 1



got ps? if

you’re not

getting ps,

do something

about it!

ps is

free to

soldiers.

tell your pubs

clerk to order

enough for

your whole unit.

they’ll thank

you for it.

specialist delbert received

training in running an arms room…

passed inspection with flying

colors… made his co happy… and

didn’t have to spend the rest of

his army life picking up trash.

Friday and gannon

continue at their

jobs at the LAO,

where they are still

available 24-7 to

help soldiers with

their maintenance

problems.

after finishing his

army career, delbert

moved to idaho where

he now raises emus.




