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Aviation Ground Support Equipment…

Ramp flags have been showing up lately—again. If you have ramp flags, NSN
8345-00-543-6914, attached to your airfield and flight line ground vehicles, you
need to ask yourself a question: “should we still be flying those checkered flags?”

The latest word in FM 1-300, Flight Operations Procedures, says nothing about
the use of ramp flags on flight line vehicles—such as tugs or tractors—while they
tow aircraft. So forget ramp flags.

In the past ramp flags were used as a safety precaution on fixed wing aircraft run-
ways. Still, ramp flags are considered a safety hazard in and around hovering heli-
copters.

Also, flags can become FOD material if they get caught in rotor blades or get
ingested by an aircraft engine. 
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