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the last

time, you

had to be

towed

back!

have you

done proper

maintenance

on your

vehicle?

it’s in 

good shape, 

sergeant!

no problem.

there better not

be any problem,  

dolittle. or 

you’ll be sweeping 

out the motor 

pool...

...and cutting grass

and painting barracks

instead of getting a

weekend pass.

got it,

dolittle?

got it, 

sergeant.

now hear this,

private dolittle!

you’re taking your

m113a2 personnel

carrier on an

exercise

tomorrow.
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if I don’t make 

it through

tomorrow’s

exercise, I’ll

lose my weekend

pass. and I

won’t get to see

cindy lou.

I’ll talk to

the mechanic

at the

motor pool

...to make 

sure my 

vehicle

doesn’t

break

down.

at the motor pool...

...so if you’ll check 

it over for me, I’d 

really appreciate it. 

don’t make

me laugh,

dolittle! 

first-line

preventive

maintenance is

your responsibility.

my job is to repair

or replace broken

equipment. 

so

your

vehicle 

will 

last.

but, you’ve never

done your part. so

you’re gonna hafta

learn the hard way.

the next day...
that mechanic

didn’t know

what he was

talking about.

every-

thing’s

working

fine!

pm’s a

waste of

time. my

vehicle’s

running

like a

top...

...smooth

as silk.

and-

ugh...

wha’

happened?

th-the hatch

cover came

down on me.

oooh... my

head. I- I

feel dizzy…

that was

some smack

you took

on the ol’

noggin’!

wh-who

said 

that?

me!!

your

job is to

prevent

break-

downs.
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you got that

right! now…

let’s take a

look inside

your vehicle.

“let’s check the sight glass

on the fan gear box in the

engine compartment.”

“look here. this parking

brake cable shows signs of

rust. eventually, the cable

will freeze and won’t engage

or release the parking brake.”

go ahead.

except for

that hatch,

my carrier

is running

just fine.

the fan is important…

because it exhausts the

engine fumes that might

leak into thE troop

compartment.

uh-

oh! I

didn’t

check

that.

you should be

able to see oil at

the halfway point

in the sight glass.

right, bird?

right, racoon.

that Lack of oil

is gonna let

the bearings

seize… and ruin

the gearbox.

y- you’re...

a bird!

that knock on your

head must’ve cleared

your brain!

and it’s about time

you humans listened

up! I coulda told

you that hatch cover

was about to fall...

you forgot to

use the safety

pin to hook the

hatch in place!

I- I don’t

believe 

this! I

never knew

animals

could

talk!

sure 

we can

talk.

question

is, will 

you 

listen?

pm’s how

we survive

in the wild.

y- you’re

a

racoon!

that’s

right!

we can tell you

a few things about

how the lack of pm

put your vehicle in

the shape it’s in.
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“after lubing the cable, engage

and disengage the brake a few

times… to spread the lube

over the entire cable.”

“if the pin nuts are just off center,

keep an eye on ‘em. but if the pin nuts

are touching the bushing bore,

replace the shoe.”

use the track and

sprocket gauge to

check wear limits

for bushings.

the gauge is only a guide,

though. make sure the pin

nuts are centered in

the bushing bores, too.

sure. I guess

I can do that…

wait a minute…

what’s that

sound!?

it’s

only

our

buddy…

hello

there,

buddy.

yeow!

it’s a

bear!

don’t

worry.

he’s here

to help,

too.

y’better check your tracks.

if you throw one, your carrier

could roll over!

d’you

think he’s

learned his

lesson?

hey!

does a

bear-

wait a

minute!

what I do in

the woods

is my own

business!

but I

think we

got our

point

across!

he’s

only

human! 

thanks a lot, guys. I’m

really beginning to under-

stand now. when we’re done

here do you think I’ll be able

to finish the exercise?

hullo.

Later…

Watch closely

Replace shoe
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that bump

on the

head let me

talk to the

animals,

but…

what a night, john! I’m

so glad you were able

to take to the dance.

well, cindy

lou… there’s

a lot to be

said for

animals!

I’m having

such a

good time…

you’re a

real party

animal!

wouldn’t

have missed

it, cindy

lou.

that weekend…

…the real

gift was

learning the

importance

of pm!


