
It’s a Dirty Business
After a few days in the field, you and dirt become real close companions.
There’s dirt in your hair, on your face, and under your nails. It gets ground into
your uniform. You can taste it in your meals. After a while, you begin to forget
what clean feels like.

As rough as that is for you, dirt is even rougher on your equipment. Unlike
you, though, your gear can’t wait for that Saturday night bath. You gotta keep it
as clean as you can now or it won’t work later.

First, try to operate your equipment where less dirt will be stirred up. For
example, don’t run a generator in the dust when you can put it up on a trailer or
on dunnage.

Second, make sure the air filters on engines and electronic equipment are
clean enough to let in the air they need to operate. A choked-up air filter will kill
even the toughest equipment.

The same goes for choked-up fuel filters. So when you fuel up equipment, for
instance, do all you can to keep dirt out of fuel tanks.

Let’s face it. It’s a dirty world out there and you can’t always keep a show
room finish on your gear. But you can do everything possible to minimize the
effects of dirt on operations. That’s just good PM.

I may be

dirty, but

that doesn’t

mean you

should be!

Thanks,

pal!

TB 43-PS-587, The Preventive Maintenance Monthly, is an official pub-
lication of the Department of the Army, providing information for all
soldiers assigned to combat and combat support units and all soldiers
with unit maintenance and supply duties. All information published has
been reviewed and approved by the agency responsible for the equip-
ment, publication or policy discussed. Application of the information is
optional with the user. Masculine pronouns may refer to both genders.
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M1 Tank Engine Exhaust Grill Bolts
M1 Tank Loader Seat Adjuster
M1A1 Tank Breech Extractor Setscrew
M2/M3-Series Bradley Generators
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SEE Front Bucket Use, Care
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621B Scraper Air Tank Draining
M9 ACE Road Wheel Bolts
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AN/PSS-12 Mine Detector Packing
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AVIATION 35
CH-47D Rotor Head Oil Reservoirs
AH-64A Radio Console Cover
UH-60, AH-64A Engine 
HGU-56/P Flight Helmet
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You are invited to send PS your ideas for improving mainte-
nance procedures, questions on maintenance and supply
problems and questions or comments on material published
in PS.
Just write to:

MSG Half-Mast
PS, the Preventive Maintenance Monthly
USAMC LOGSA (AMXLS-LP)
5307 Sparkman Circle
Redstone Arsenal, AL  35898-5000

Or e-mail to:
psmag@logsa.army.mil

Internet address:
http://www.logsa.army.mil/psmag/pshome.html
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