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M9 ACE…

Practice Fire PreventionPractice Fire Prevention

An ounce of fire prevention
is worth a pound of fire fight-
ing in your earthmover’s
engine compartment.

Start the prevention by
checking the five hydraulic
lines that are mounted direct-
ly across from the engine’s
exhaust manifold.

Each line is held in place
by a retaining strap that keeps
it snug against the wall.

But, straps get misplaced when a hydraulic line is repaired, or when the engine is
removed by support. It makes no difference. Operating the earthmover when a strap
is missing allows those hydraulic lines to rub up against the engine’s exhaust mani-
fold. That can cause a leak—and a fire.

So have your mechanic replace
a missing retainer strap with NSN
5340-01-179-7530, or secure the
lines with a tie-down strap, NSN
5975-00-570-9598, until the
retainer strap is replaced. Straps
are shown as Item 40 in Fig 140
of TM 5-2350-262-24P. 

Look for lines rubbing
on exhaust manifold

Strap keeps
hydraulic
lines in
place

Remember:

Only

YOU can

prevent

engine

fires!

It was a

warm, summer

night in

August 1997.

I

But

sergeant

…

Private, I

need you to

work late

tonight.

The commander

WANTS his

Hmmwv

tomorrow. 

You know

how it is

at this

unit—we

stay until

the work

is done.
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It’s already

nine o’clock

…an’ I’m beat.

Later that

night…

what

was that

noise?

oow… I-I must’ve

fallen asleep an’

it’s already mid-

night!

maybe a cup of

coffee’ll wake me

up. I’ll get some in

the break room.

Looks like

someone left

the light on!

just

havin'

a cup

of joe.

joe?

did you

say your

name was

joe?

joe's

good

enough

and you

are-?

and this

shop's

got a few

problems…

startin'

with you

you shouldn't

be workin' at

night all by

yourself.

hey... I didn't

know anyone

else was here in

the motor pool.

what're you

doin' here

so late,

sergeant?
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and what happens

if something goes

wrong? who gives

first aid? who

calls for help?

but, it

was just

a one

man

job...

look at that jack

stand. the weld is

separating… and

there's corrosion.

that tire

cage looks

home-made.

It is! The

unit couldn’t

afford to

buy one.

home-

made

cages get

people

killed.

I under-

stand,

sergeant.

You can’t put a

price tag on safety!

a commercial cage

could prevent some

broken bones…

or worse!

"for instance, if you

happen to kick this

stand... and you've

got no secondary

support... you've

got a problem."

“some guys think if an

item doesn’t move,

shoot or communicate,

it doesn’t need pmcs.”

wrong idea, private rice.

you can be in a dangerous

situation right here...

in your own motor pool.

“only osha-

approved

safety cages

are authorized

for use.”

“…and use A tire inflation

gauge! it comes with a 10-ft.

hose, quick disconnect coupling

and two coupler adapters.”

c'mon

over

here...

this is only

the beginning,

private rice.
here’s some-

thing else I

want to point

out to you,

private rice…
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these cabinets that are used for

storing flammables have to be

monitored. no materials should

be left outside or on top.

While you’re at it,

check all fire

extinguishers. make

sure they’ve been

inspected recently.

“This one’s in

the red. in an

emergency, you’d

do better spittin’

on the fire.”

that makes a

lot of sense,

sergeant. I’m

with you all

the way.

“all cans

should be

stored and

tightly

sealed.”

“flammables (with a flash point of

99° or less) and combustibles (with

a flash point of 100° or more) must

be stored in separate cabinets.

“remove

leaking

containers

immediately…

…and

clean up

spills.”

symbols coming…

I see you use flexible

exhaust extensions to

funnel exhaust out.

That’s what

I thought.

what d’ya

say we call

it a night?

well, joe…

how did the

inspection go

last night?

go home and

get some rest

…tomorrow’s

another day.

when’s the last

time you attended

accident avoidance

training?

that’s

right.

I-I…

uh…

“good! but

some of these

extensions are

cracked. that

means exhaust

is seeping into

the work area.”

Next day…N
not good. 

you have some

problems…

startin’ with

why you had a

private working

all alone late

last night.
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Water can quickly shut down your AN/TPN-18/18A radar sets by blowing out
their electrical circuits. That includes the magnetron tube, NSN 5960-01-046-4482,
that is the heart of the radar system.

Waveguide dehydrators absorb
moisture, preventing corrosion and
shorts inside the waveguides. That’s
why it’s so important to eyeball the
color of the three wave-guide dehydra-
tors, NSN 4440-01-093-2831, during
your weekly PMCS. Blue is cool. If a
dehydrator is pink, change it. If your
-18A has a pink dehydrator, it’s NMC.

During wet or humid weather, check
the dehydrators daily. A new mag-
netron tube costs about $3,600. One
dehydrator goes for $10, so it only
costs $30 to replace all three of them.

What’s

wrong

with you?

I’ve got

a pink

dehy-

drator!

Air Traffic Control…
a private!?

working alone!?

you’re nuts!!

a private got

killed in this motor

pool when a jack

let go. no one

ever works alone…

especially at night!

“Bill!? not…

bill rice!?”

“bill rice was

the name of

the private

who died four

years ago!”

“tell me,

joe…

do you

believe in

ghosts?”

There was

a private

working

there last

night!

I’m telling

you there

was a private

working here

…alone

…last night.

he said his

name was bill

something--

no

way!

especially

after that jack

stand accident

four years ago.

BLUE IS COOL!BLUE IS COOL!

Blue is
cool
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